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| ‘Wid Moscow Suspect 
I ?He Had Ties to Former 
I FilI‘Beep Plantf ? 

\ K \<{P' hMi C p~B\ 



^ i S EE SCDEFJES under federal protection from hidea* 
way tc hideaway liong tee eastern seaboard of the 
. ^United States, £ 47-year-old Soviet diplomat of exalted rani: 
■T.amedArkaqy N. Shevchenko xs writing one of the most tm- 
■" tstal chapters in the amati of postwar pcirtirii cef eaticas. 
^ The most improbable of defectors, the scholarly and self- 
' r sfiacing Shevchenko served as under secretary general of 
- ’ the United Nations for political and Security Council af- 
. tf'iin.tbe No. 2 political job in the world organization under 
',1 ^Secretary General Kart Waldheim, when he made up his . 
l vinind sometime on Thursday, April 6, to defy a sudden order 
>..-lfrom Moscow to return home at once. - - 

Soviet official of Shevchenko's stature had ever des 
• ^ected to the West. - 

. -2 The initial So viet cfczrge that Shevchenko had been “coer* 
t-ued” by American intelligence into defecting and is being 
“!• jifept in the United States against his will is patent nonsense. 
j^Heavy hints dropped by Communist sources in New York 
.-.that be had a "drinking problem’' seem tc fit under tha : 
r fibaading of character assassination. The defection cbvionsly 
. ..•was an acute political and propaganda embarrassment for 
. .'the Kremlin. ' ' ; r 

.f . And this^embarfassment may deepen 2 nd turn Into con- , 



’ | -*£zulc is a Washington writer whose latest book , “The JUa- 
' % sior. of Peace,” a diplomatic history efthe Nixon years, ips2 
be published in May.*:- V-:' • ' - 
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DEFECTOR, FromPage Bl - -.v. 

■ 4 None bf these considerations •would apply to Shevchenko.'- 
, ijTraditionally, the CIA prefers to recruit “agents In place” — 
a -jCoi^Oleg Penkovsky .and CoL Peter. Popov, <U.S. covert 
who were executed hythe Russians, were classical 
^ 1 lacainiS^ ~ who may serve Indefinitely as deeppenetration 
^ Jfcntelligence sources unless they are caught ; 

s are encouraged only rarely and when there' 
to suspect that the situation is ripe for. It In a . 
[fesfelAnd-when it came to Shevchenko, the political 
.^ip&matic risks In. approaching him to defect would 
:l;»^imacceptable to the United States. One simply 
tmge senior ambassadors to defect . '• - 

'mat Shevchenko has taken the plunge, however, he 
object of intense interest to the Inter-Agency 
•yomtrilttee, which is composed of representatives 
CIA, the FBI, military intelligence services and the 
Department- And this probably explains why FBI 
Inrve been discreetly protecting Shevchenko since he 
notid return to the Soviet Union and spent the last ’ 
jpping between motels in Pennsylvania's Pccono - 
(surprisingly registering under his own name at 
Haven, Pa, rnotd last Monday morning) and 
homes in New York City. / ' ■ ... - 

"officials, of course, have refused comment on ♦ 
of the Shevchenko affair, obviously an exceed* '■ 
Sve one, except to say that he is free to stay in 
—- r - States, go home, or choose seme other place of 
imthe world. \ r 

Rising Star - ■ ■ - •.••••••'■ - 

^-ENDAYS after his dramatic decision, Shevchenko’s 
"mefevations remain wholly mysterious. All he said 
his American lawyer before vanishing from his lux- 
apartment on New York’s East 65th Street late last 
yy- thb defection was kept secret for nearly three 
y was lhat he had political “differences” with the 
: government ■ •• .• -v . : 

this meant, the gesturewas si stunning as ft 
wras unprecedented. Previous defectors had included some 
senior officers of the KGB,the Soviet secret service; a 
oyer commander with a wide and useful knowledge of ; 
v ^jiteTnner workings of the Soviet navy; quite a few Mlg pi* 
;I:. 4 ots,and asmatteringofleser diplomats— and that was all- • 
^western governments ever expected. ' v V:' - ; « 
\y-y&Ttat Shevchenko was part of the elite of the Soviet estab* 
y^ddunent A career diplomat and protege of Foreign Minis* i 
-• v’?ter Andrei A. Gromyko — he was his personal adviser on 
iV.disahnanent in the early 1970s when the first Soviet-Ameri- ; 
• - turn agreement on limiting strategic arms (SALT) was negoii- 
; r ated and signed — Shevchenko received an ambassadorial T 
title in 1971 when he was 40 years old, the. youngest .Soviet 
-foreign service officer to achieve it - ' . ... " 

Two years later, an even greater accolade was accorded-: 
liim: His government recommended him for the United Na- 
f tions undersecretaryship. This was tantamount to being ap- . 
pointed by Waldheim, since under standing practice the top , 
professional job in New York is reserved for a Russian. Wes- x, 
iiterners never doubted that Shevchenko was Moscow’s eyes 
fend ears at the United Nations, with access to much signifi- r 









-s^4 

>.-v V" ~d 



* v - . a K '£ T~M 







mm 



cant International diplomatic Information — no matter 
what is said about the ostensible Independence of interna- ; 

: tional civil servants. . ; - ^ 

>' Shevchenko, in other words, was clearly as trusted by the ^ 

Kremlin as any of its top envoys and, justss clearly, he was t 

a comer. He had spent five years as undersecretary general • 
(he had also lived in New York from 19S3 to 1971 as the dis- 
armament expert of the Soviet mission to the United Na* . ^ 
tions) and his $76,000 annual contract had been renewed for ' ^ 
two more years only last Feb. 8. • •> / f 

V Given Shevchenko’s well-rounded international expert t 
ence — everything from disarmament to the Middle East, j 
and United Nations peacekeeping forces streamed through ; 
his office — he was a likely candidate for a Soviet deputy c 
foreign ministership the next time around. Perhaps some- - ^ 
day he could even aspire to succeed Gromyko, his a ging j 
patron, as foreign minister. . ' 

An Exercise in Discretion - ' ; - 

T HE GENERAL YIEW is that Moscow will not use Snev- 
chenko as an excuse to let Soviet-American relations 
deteriorate even further, although Soviet Ambassador Ana- ■ 
tolyi F. Dobrynin raised the subject with Secretary of State 

Cyprus R. Vance last week. The defection, unpleasant as it is 
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When it comes to Sttevchcti fco* the political and diplomatic risks 
r approaching him to defect tcvuld have becnunacceptabie to the United 
states. One simply doesn’t urge senior ambassadors to defect. 
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fired at the request of his home government. It Is under- 
stood that Shevchenko wants the equivalent of severance 
pay covering the two years of his new contract and the re- 
turn of his contributions to the retirement fund. This coaid ’ 
add up to $150,000. He also appears to have a contract for a 
book he has been writing for a New York publisher. 

To protect himself further, Shevchenko claims he wishes ' 
to retain his Soviet citizenship. This, however, may be a ’ 
moot point because Moscow Is likely to deprive him of it, as • 
It has done with the cellist Mstislav Rostropovich, now con- . 
ductor of the Nations! Symphony Orchestra here, and for- - 
mer Soviet Gen. Pyotr G. Grigorenko, a leading dissenter, 
currently In New York. ' 

Given the way Shcvdtenl® has been acting, the question 
arises whether he had been preparing his all 

along or acted cn the spnr of the moment after receiving a 
recall order and then engaged Gross to help him to mats- 
fits mast of the defection. Ami his entirely that if 

the Soviet diplomat had planned to defect for some timp fctj 
derision was triggered by instructions to Gy tome at once. - 
A link \Fitii *Tedora”? * . ; 

/~l N THE SURFACE, there is nc plausible explanation for 

- Shevchenko's move. He had one of the best careers in 
the Soviet diplomatic service and only last February his gov- 

• eminent had supported the extension of his UH. contract 
He always appeared to be ideologically in nmc witii Moscow " 
and he was regarded as a straight, no-nonsense, party-line 
diplomat. 

The question then arises why he had been recalled so 
abruptly. It isn’t even dear if he was asked to go * or 

good er jest for ccnsaharnns, although the former seems 
more likely inas m u ch as his wife and daughter departed 
preriphoasiy last Saturday. 

Ctee possibility is that Moscow discovered in some fashion 
that Shevchenko* loyalty might be flagging. There have 
been cneonflimad rumors tha: he had an extramarital love 
affair in New York, and, as CIA experts note, defections are 
of ten the result of emotional involvements. 

- An intriguing but entirely undocumented possibility is 

that the Soviets might have tied Shevchenko to ^Fedora,” 
the FBI’s cover name for a Soviet intelligence officer work- 
ing under diplomatic cover at the United Nations in New ‘ 
York who was regarded by the Bureau as Its mrat . • 

“deep plant" agent. : - ~ : - 

The story of “Fedora” was first disclosed publicly in a " 
bock cn Lee Harvey Oswald, the assassin of President Ken- 
nedy, writien by Edward Jay Epstein and published shortly 
after Shevchenko’s United Nations contract was _xtendsd 
In February. Oswald, according to the book, bad KGB ihiV« ; 
hut “Fedora" — along with Nosento — had convinced the ' 
FBI that it was not so. “Fedora,” who had worked for the 
Bureau from 19-32, is believed to Lave returned to the Soviet 
Union two or three years ago. While it is impossible to estab- 
lish a connection between “F edcra” and Shevchenko, specu- 
lation has developed in LoteUiger.ee circles whether the di- 
jslsmat’s sodden recall might have been related to the “deep 
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Soviet and United States delegations were immediately jfc ;; 
formed of it - e .jj.-'-jS-y 

The Russians smelled a defection, for^they demanded 
confrontation with Shevchenko. This was granted, and las£ 
Sunday he met with two Soviet diplomats at Gross’s Walf-' ^ 
Street office, infonning them that he had no intention of rpvissv 
turning to the Soviet Union. The Russians expressed shock 
and dismay: Shevchenko spent Sunday night near New^' 
York under FBI protection and, cn Monday, was drived 
the moiel in White Haven. - ,•>. •• 

Last Thursday, Shevchenko was back in New York, hav^: v *i 
lng cocktails with Gross and a few of the iawyer’s Americaa^,*^ 
friends. But as of the end of the week, Shevchenko’s wher^fc?1 
tbouis were again unknown. He wants to meet with Wal^i-iT 
brim, who was in Europe at the time of the defection, to d I 
cuss the conditions for his resignation, but it Is not o 
that Waldheim will agree. 

As matters now stand, the mystery of this L 

Soviet defection in history persists. One may have to vnS 
for Shevchenko’s book for a full explanation — if he isj# 

pared to provide one. - ' V- ' 
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